
rr word order
This section summarises the most important rules of English word order.

sentences
The basic word order of English sentences is suelrcr, vr:RB oBlF.cr.

I play football. (uor. rfuotUffiar)
spoken sentences do not always follow this order (see pages 257,2s1-2gg).

People like that I can't stand. Crazy, those kids are.

questions
In questions we usually put an auxiliary verb before the subject (see pages 2-3).

Did you get my message? (Nor CotVoarty-nesnge--:3) Can yoi swim?
'Declarative questions' have a dillerent order (see page 2g6).

This is your car?
Indirect questions usually have the same structure as statements (see page 21g).

I asked him how he felt. They wanted to know if I was English.
However, this is not always true in informal speech (see page ZZ:).

I asked him how did he feel. They wanted to know wisl English. (informal)
Note the word order in formal and informal negative question"s (see page 6).

Do you not feel well? (formal) Don't you feel well? (informal)

inversion
There are some other cases (besides questions) where the subject-verb order is inverted. For details,
see pages 237,258 and259.

Had I known, I would have changed my plans. Round the corner came Mrs Lewis.
Under no circumstances can we cash cheques.

adjectives
Adjectives and noun modifiers usually go before, not afler, nouns.

an interestingfilm chocolate cake (No.r. calceMate)
Adjectives, and some noun modifiers, can go al1er be, seem and similar verbs.

He seems hoppy. It's plastic.
Some adjectives only go in one or other place (see page I75).

alivefsh. (Nor an@t) Thatfsh is alivi. (Not+hatffitue)
For the order of adjectives (e.g. a smail shiny brack reatherbagj, ree page 17 4.
Some participles, and one or two adjectives, follow nouns in .Idu."d r"'iutive clauses (see page 2l l).

The people questioned had seen nothing. (= .The 
people who were questioned ...,)

Please ask for full details of the tickets available.

adverbs
Different adverbs can go in different places in a sentence (see pages r79-1g0).
_ Tomorrow I'm of to L,ondon. I've just had lunch. shei wirking very slowly.
They do not usually go between the verb and the object.

I finisheil my report yesterday. (Nor @)
she,speaks fapanesevery well. (Not @)

Note the position of always and never with imperatives (see page l0).
Alwayslookbeforeyoucrosstheroad.(Nori,o@"Nevergiveup.

prepositions
Prepositions often go at the ends ofquestions, especially in speech (see page 3).

Who did you go with? What did you buy thaffor?
Prepositions can also go at the ends of passive clauses and (especially in spoken English) at the ends ofrelative clauses (see pages 79 and2l2).

She loves being looked at. There\ the woman that I workfor.
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exclamations
In exclamations, the adjective, adverb or object comes at the beginning of the sentence, just after how or what
(see page 13).

How well she plays! (Nor I@H) What a strange accent he has!

phrasal verbs
The objects ofphrasal verbs (but not prepositional verbs) can often go between the two parts of
theverb (see page 112).

Can you switch the ligh* offi (ox Can you switch of the lights?)
Pronoun objects always go between the two parts of a phrasal verb.

Please switch them of. (Not @-therr)
quite a etc
Note the position of alan after quite and rather (see page 307), such,so and as (see page 188).

It was quite a nice day. We waited rather a long time.
She asked such a strange question. I've neverheard soboringalecture.
It wasn't as bad a journey as I had expected.

verbs with two objects
Some verbs that have two objects can be followed by indirect object + direct object. Others cant
(see page 118).

I sent everybody the details. (nurNor @)
so do I etc
Note the word order in structures like so do l, nor do I (see page 258).

My sister works in a bank, and so do L (Nor ... soHo:)
I'm not convinced by your arguments, and nor are the others.

o90
Ago follows an expression of time.

I got here three days ago. (Nor ... W1Mrys)
enough
Enough usually goes before nouns but after adjectives and adverbs.

There isn't enoughtime. (Not ... @t)
Is the room warm enough? (Nor

APPENDICES 305


