CAE - PHRASES FOR THE SPEAKING TEST

The following phrases may be useful at various stages in the CAE Speaking Test, They are divided into
different functional groups and according to the parts of the paper to which they refer.

Giving general information about yourself (Part 1)

¢ on language
I'm studying English for
" ... my own satisfaction ... for my job/studies ...
in arder to improve my employment prospects.
English is a vocational requirement for me.

- If you want fo get ahead these days, you need to have

a goad command of English.

* on employment/studies
I'm a full-ime/part-time student at present.
I'm employed as a(n) ... in ...
Actually, I'm between jobs at the moment.
'm job hunting. =
It's not easy finding work in the present economic
climate. -
Let’s hope that the economy will plck up soon.

s ontravel
i's my dream to travel the world
I've always loved the sea.
I'd love to visit a tropical island/the Far East/a cold
polar region/places untouched by man/space ...
However, there's no place like home. °

e plans for the future
That’s a big question.
I amfam not ambitious.
| want to be a useful member of society.
| want a stimulating/challenging/creative career.
I'd like a fulfilling/caring family environment.

- Expressing your likes, dislikes, preferences (Part 1)
I'm keen on ... (+ noun or gerund)
Fm an avid ... {(+ noun)
| like/lovefenjoy ... (+ noun or gerund)
I quite like ... (+ noun or gerund)
My favourite pastime is ... (+ noun or gerund)
What | really like is ... (+ noun or gerund)
I'm not very/too keen on ... (+ noun ar gerund)

Expressing your opm|ons!feelmgsfreactmns (Part 1)
| feel quite strongly that ..

In my view./in my oplnlon “

I hadn't really thought about it.

I haven't given it much thought until now.

It seerns to me that ...

Asking for clarification (Part 2)
Sorty, I'm not sure what you mean.
1 don't quite understand.

Couid | ask a question?

- It's what you do when you ..
verb)

_ | = After the test has ended
. Thank you for your time:.-
- It was nice/a pleasure meetlng you.',

Could you please repeat that? 'm not quite sure what |
have to do.
So | have to describe/compare the pictures?

Correcting yourself (Part 2)

I'm not sure | put that over very clearly. -
What | mean to say is ...

What | really meant was ...

What I'm trying to say is ...

Compare (Part 2)
In my view/opinion ...
Ym inclined to belle_ve

‘What | think'is .

They- couldfmught/may be ...
They seem/appear to be ..
It could/might/may be that ..

' Ican’t be sure/certam but perha s: .

i you don’t know the word for somethnng (Part 2)

- The name for this escapes me at present but it’s

forfit's like ..

It's used for (+ gerund) ...

It's used to (+ infinitive) ... ERC

| can’t put my finger on it at the moment

The name for it is on the tip of my tongue

. {if you don’i know the

~ Involving your partner {Part 3)
. What's your opinion?
How do you feel about ...?

- Would you say that 2

Reachlng a cenclusmn with your partner (Part 3)

'So, let's make a chonce!dems;on _' .
What shall we opt for? '

Well, that about wraps it up, doesn’t lt'? B

_'Agreemg or disagreemg WIth your paltner _ :
(Parts 3 &4) - ' - L

f quite agree.
That’s exactly my view, too. .-

lagree up to a point.
1see your point, but ... S
- We'llhave to agree to dlffer on thls;’that R

Goodness! Has the time gene already'?



